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would lose his credit and reputation; and if, on the
other hand, he resisted them, then he would forfeit the
gracious favour of his sovereign. No fewer than ten
times were the soak replaced upon the table. The king
at length gave way, and Walpole quitted the closet with
tears in his eyes, leaving his master as painfully agitated
as himself.

There was one quarter in which the split in the
Whig party and tlio fierce quarrel in the royal family
stirred the liveliest delight, Attorlmry, the conspirator
who then held the episcopal see of Rochester, was now,
under elaborate disguise of cypher and cant names,
writing to the Pretender sanguine accounts of what
was going on at court. From these letters we learn
how high the Jacobite hopes wore raised by the removal
of the two mmiutora who were well known to bo the fastest
friends of tho present settlement, Every piece of gossip
about the dissensions between tho Prince of Wales and
the Duke of Hanover, as they styled King George, was
magnified into a reason for tho fond belief, which only
the inveterate fatuity of plotters in exile could have
entertained, that tho Icing would rather throw the
British crown to the Pretender than suffer it to devolve
on his detested hoir. Every movement of the public
funds sent their upirita tip or down, as if they were
bears on a stock exchange, The Tories were as elated
as the pure Jaaobitea, Thoy flattered themselves that
the Whigs were no divided, that nothing ihort of another
rebellion could bring thorn together again. The city
Whip, ignorant of the personal intrigues behind the
Boan&s, and bewildered by moh rapid ohangos in adminis-
tration, were all anxiety to know what they could mean.